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reason at the bottom of things as well as
at the top, so that he never could under-
stand either the root or the flower of
anything. He watched the movement of
events as if they were mysterious music,
and instead of their causes and potentialities
he tried to divine their motif. On current
affairs his judgements were highly seasoned
and laboriously wise. If anything escaped
him, it was only the simplicity of what is
best. His reward was that he became a
prophet to a whole class of earnest, troubled
people who, having discarded doctrinal re-
ligion, wished to think their life worth living
when, to look at what it contained, it might
not have seemed so; it reassured them to
learn that a strained and joyless existence
was not their unlucky lot, or a consequence
of their solemn folly, but was the necessary
fate of all good men and angels. Royce had
always experienced and seen about him a
groping, burdened, mediocre life ; he had
observed how fortune is continually lying
in ambush for us, in order to bring good
out of evil and evil out of good. In his
age and country all was change, prepara-
tion, hurry, material achievement; nothing